
Urban Aboriginal Voices:

A Landmark Study of Canadaôs Urban Aboriginal Peoples 

Edmonton Findings



Urban Aboriginal Peoples Study
2

The study is an initiative of the Environics 

Instituteé

ÅNon-profit foundation, established in 2006 by 

Environics Research co-founder Michael Adams  

Å Dedicated to the study and execution of opinion research 

on issues of public importance

Å Seeks to inform and stimulate dialogue by:

Å Commissioning original survey research

Å Working with media partners to disseminate results

Å Instigate public engagement to discuss implications of the 

research
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Approaching the initiative as an 

independent actor.

Å No previous profile or position on Aboriginal issues

Å Contacted and consulted a wide range of stakeholders, 

early and often

Å Non-profit model featured:

ÅHands-off involvement by sponsors

Å Full public release of research 

Å No position on study implications for policy

Å Commitment to making results useful to Aboriginal community, other 

stakeholders



Urban Aboriginal Peoples Study

About the Urban Aboriginal Peoples Study
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Objectives of UAPS

Å Understand the experiences, identities, values, and 

aspirations of urban Aboriginal peoples

Å Use survey research to give voice to good news, positive 

narratives and hopeful scenarios for the future

Å Provide new insights that help reframe the relationship 

between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people

Å Build capacity to support further research and 

understanding of First Nations, Métis and Inuit living in 

Canadian cities
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Execution

Å The research team in Edmonton, led by Dr. Maisie Cardinal 

(Harvard Fellow)

Å Three separate research elements: 

ü Aboriginal survey, non-Aboriginal survey, survey of National 

Aboriginal Achievement Foundation scholars

Å UAPS video archive (First Nations University)

Å Study design and interpretation guided by an Advisory Circle of 

recognized experts from academia and the Aboriginal community
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UAPS Advisory Circle
ÅAllan Benoit   Métis Nation

ÅJohn Berry  Queenôs University

ÅEllen Bielawski University of Alberta

ÅLewis Cardinal  CardinalStrategic Communications

ÅHayden King McMaster University

ÅPeter Dinsdale  National Association of Friendship Centres

ÅCalvin Helin Lawyer, author of Dances with Dependency

ÅCalvin Hanselmann Research Director, National Association of Friendship Centres

ÅCorinne Jetté President and CEO, Mount Pleasant Educational Services Inc.

ÅCaroline Krause Former principal Grandview Elementary School, Faculty of Educ., UBC

ÅPeter Menzies Centre for Addiction Mental Health

ÅKatherine Minich University of Toronto

ÅDavid Newhouse  Trent University

ÅAndrew Parkin Canadian Millennium Scholarship Foundation

ÅJohn G. Paul   Atlantic Policy Congress of First Nations Chiefs

ÅEvelyn Peters  University of Saskatchewan

ÅMark Podlasly NôlakaôpmxFirst Nation / Harvard/Queens (fellow)

ÅJennifer Rattray PeepeekisisFirst Nation / University of Winnipeg

ÅJohn Richards   Simon Fraser University

ÅPamela Sparklingeyes Aboriginal Learning Services, Edmonton Catholic School Board

ÅNoellaSteinhauer National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation
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Adapting research methods to fit

ÅQuota sampling  based on 2006 Census profiles

ÅRange of methods to recruit eligible respondents

Å In-person interviews
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UAPS Edmonton respondent profile

Actual 

(Unweighted)(#)

Weighted 

(%) 

First Nations 130 50

Métis 106 49

Inuit 14 1

18-24 60 21

25-44 111 47

45+ 79 32

Men 94 44

Women 156 56

No degree 72 34

High school completed 71 25

College diploma 66 35

University degree 41 6
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In-person survey with 2,614 urban Aboriginal 

peoples in 11 cities
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Why we need to pay attention

ÅGrowing presence in our cities today

ÅCanada has yet to come to terms with this 

reality

ÅOur focus has been on reserve issues and on 

problems
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Canadian population at 33 million in 2006, with 

nearly 1.8 million reporting Aboriginal ancestry

Aboriginal Ancestry Population
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Of these, 1.2 million report Aboriginal identity, 

in three distinct groups

Total = 1,172,785

34,500

50,480

389,780

698,025

Métis single response

Inuitsingle response

First Nations

single response

Multiple and other

Aboriginalresponses

Aboriginal Identity Population
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One in two of that Aboriginal population 

live in urban areasé

Rural

46% Urban
54%
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é and these numbers are increasing.

Winnipeg

Thunder Bay

Calgary

Edmonton

Toronto

Halifax

Montreal
+60%

+51%

+31%

+27%

+26%

+23%

+22%

Aboriginal Population Change 2001 - 2006

+5%

+4%

+9%

+10%

+13%

+1%

+3%

Overall Population Change 2001 - 2006
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WaubgeshigRice

Broadcast journalist and writer

The Globe and Mail online (July 20, 2009)


