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Urban Aboriginal Peoples Study

The Environics Institute

The Environics Institute is a non-profit foundation supporting 

original research on important issues of public policy and 

social change

Å A track record of success in a number of studies, including 

groundbreaking studies of Canadian Muslims and the people of 

Afghanistan

Å Mission includes public dissemination of results and encouraging 

public discourse

Å Funded by federal, provincial, and city governments, private sector businesses, 

community and other foundations, and the media

Å Research is syndicated  and independent

Å Research design and interpretation is driven by the Institute and its independent advisors, not the 

funders

Å Executed by Environics Research Group, one of Canadaô s largest and most respected research 

firms



Urban Aboriginal Peoples Study
3

About the Urban Aboriginal Peoples Study
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Objectives of UAPS

Å Understand the experiences, identities, values and 

aspirations of urban Aboriginal peoples

Å Use survey research to give voice to good news, positive 

narratives and hopeful scenarios for the future

Å Provide new insights that help reframe the relationship 

between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people

Å Build capacity to support further research and 

understanding of First Nations, Métis and Inuit living in 

Canadian cities
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Execution

Å The Research Team: 

Dr. Jino Distasio, Susan Mulligan ïInstitute of Urban Studies, 

University of Winnipeg (First Nations/Inuit surveys)

Dr. Rachel Eni ïUniversity of Manitoba & Louis Riel Institute 

(Métis surveys)

Aboriginal community members and students as on-the-ground 

interviewers

Å City supervisors trained by the Institute of Urban Studies, 

University of Winnipeg
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Incorporated Aboriginal knowledge & expertise

Å Required a high degree of involvement and cooperation among the City, local 

colleges and universities, Aboriginal Organizations, and Community Foundations 

Å On the ground expertise: Local project coordinators and Aboriginal student and 

community

Å Contacted and consulted a wide range of stakeholders, early and often

Å Study design and interpretation guided by an Advisory Circle of recognized 

experts from academia and the Aboriginal community 

Å Is independentof its funders, including INAC/federal government
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UAPS Advisory Circle
ÅAllan Benoit   Métis Nation

ÅJohn Berry  Queenôs University

ÅEllen Bielawski University of Alberta

ÅLewis Cardinal  CardinalStrategic Communications

ÅHayden King McMaster University

ÅPeter Dinsdale  National Association of Friendship Centres

ÅCalvin Helin Lawyer, author of Dances with Dependency

ÅCalvin Hanselmann Research Director, National Association of Friendship Centres

ÅCorinne Jetté President and CEO, Mount Pleasant Educational Services Inc.

ÅCaroline Krause Former principal Grandview Elementary School, Faculty of Educ., UBC

ÅPeter Menzies Centre for Addiction Mental Health

ÅKatherine Minich University of Toronto

ÅDavid Newhouse  Trent University

ÅAndrew Parkin Canadian Millennium Scholarship Foundation

ÅJohn G. Paul   Atlantic Policy Congress of First Nations Chiefs

ÅEvelyn Peters  University of Saskatchewan

ÅMark Podlasly NôlakaôpmxFirst Nation / Harvard/Queens (fellow)

ÅJennifer Rattray PeepeekisisFirst Nation / University of Winnipeg

ÅJohn Richards   Simon Fraser University

ÅPamela Sparklingeyes Aboriginal Learning Services, Edmonton Catholic School Board

ÅNoellaSteinhauer National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation
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In-person survey with 2,614 urban 

Aboriginal peoples in 11 cities
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Survey with non-Aboriginal Canadians

Telephone survey with 2,501 non-

Aboriginal persons in same 10 

cities 

ÅPurpose: measure how the non-

Aboriginal population in the 10 cities 

views the experience of the countryôs 

Aboriginal people

ÅHow their views may contribute to 

continuing barriers facing the 

Aboriginal community 

ÅOpen up opportunities for a new 

dialogue and engagement 


