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The Environics Institute

The Environics Institute Is gorafit foundation supporting
original research on important issues of public poliCy
social change

A Atrack record of success in a number of studies, includ *
groundbreaking studies of Canadian Muslims and the p
Afghanistan

A Mission includes public dissemination of results and encj
public discourse N

A Funded by federal, provincial, and city governments, private sector busine
community and other foundations, and the media

(()/ A Research is syndicated and independent

. A Research design and interpretation is driven by the Institute and its independent adviso
| funders

A Executed by Environics Research Group,
firms

ENVIRONICS

Urban Aboriginal Peoples Study CINSTITUTE -




About the Urban Aboriginal Peoples Study

ENVIRONICS

Urban Aboriginal Peoples Study 3 CINSTITUTE -




Objectives of UAPS

A Understand the experiences, identities, values and
aspirations of urban Aboriginal peoples

A Use survey research to give voice to good news, positive
narratives and hopeful scenarios for the future

A Provide new insights that help reframe the relationship
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people

A Build capacity to support further research and
understanding of First Nations, Métis and Inuit living in
Canadian cities
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Execution

A  The Research Team:

Dr. Jino Distasio, Susan Mulligan 1 Institute of Urban Studies,
University of Winnipeg (First Nations/Inuit surveys)

Dr. Rachel Eni T University of Manitoba & Louis Riel Institute
(Métis surveys)

Aboriginal community members and students as on-the-ground
Interviewers

A City supervisors trained by the Institute of Urban Studies,
University of Winnipeg
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Incorporated Aboriginal knowledge & expertise

A Required a high degree of involvement and cooperation among the City,
colleges and universities, Aboriginal Organizations, and Community Four

A On the ground expertise: Local project coordinators and Aboriginal stude
community

A Contacted and consulted a wide range of stakeholders, early and often

A Study design and interpretation guided by an Advisory Circle of recognize
experts from academia and the Aboriginal community

A s independewaitits funders, including INAC/federal government
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UAPS Advisory Circle

A Allan Benoit

A John Berry

A EllerBielawski

A Lewis Cardinal
A Hayden King

A Peter Dinsdale
A CalvirHelin

A CalvirHanselmann
A Corinndetté

A Caroline Krause
A PeteMenzies

A Katherin®inich
A David Newhouse
A AndreviParkin

A John G. Paul

A Evelyn Peters

A MarkPodlasly

A JennifeRattray

A John Richards

A Pamel&parklingeyes
A Noells&Steinhauer

Urban Aboriginal Peoples Study

Métis Nation
Queends University
University of Alberta

Cardingbtrategic Communications
McMaster University

National Association of Frien@sinifpes
Lawyer, author@énces with Dependency
Research Director, National Association of Friendship Centres
President and CEO, Mount Pleasant Educational Services Inc.
Former principal Grandview Elementary School, FacultyBREEduc
Centre for Addiction Mental Health

University of Toronto

Trent University

Canadian Millennium Scholarship Foundation

Atlantic Policy Congress of First Nations Chiefs

University of Saskatchewan

N 6 | a WiessONatmarx/ Harvard/Queens (fellow)

PeepeekisiErst Nation / University of Winnipeg

Simon Fraser University

Aboriginal Learning Serviegisionton Catholic School Board
National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation
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2,614 urban
11 cities

In-person survey witl
Aboriginal peopleg
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Survey with ncAboriginal Canadians

Telephone survey with 2,501 non-
Aboriginal persons in same 10
cities

APurpose: measure how the non-
Aboriginal population in the 10 cities
vViews the experience
Aboriginal people

A How their views may contribute to
continuing barriers facing the
Aboriginal community

A Open up opportunities for a new
dialogue and engagement
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Pilot survey of National Aboriginal Achievement
Foundation scholars

On-line pilot survey with representative sample of 182 NAAF
scholarship recipients

APurpose: identify/measure experiences
and successes of scholars in their lives

and careers

Since 1985, NAAF has awarded
more than $37-million in
scholarships and bursaries to
more than 9,800 First Nations,
Métis and Inuit students nation-

wide.
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Why we need to pay attention

A Growing presence in our cities today

A Canada has yet to come to terms with this
reality

A Our focus has been on reserve issues and on
problems
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Research Findings for Winnipeg



The majority of UAPS Winnipeg participants
are first generation residents.

® First generatic
® Second generati

® Third Generatic
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Many feel that they belong to a diverse
community.

Do you feel that the community you b

Exclusively Aborigi i 2

. First Nations Métis
Mostly Aborigin 35% 11%
Equal
Mostly neAborigina First Nations Métis
20% 37%
Exclusively ndtborigina F]
ENVIRONICS
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Family

Friends

People in neighbourhor
Identity grou

People from wo
Aboriginal people in «
People in home commu
Aboriginal servici
People from schc

Other identity grou

Aboriginal people across Cal

People from band/First Ne
Urban Aboriginal Peoples Study

Definitions the urban community for Winnipegers

Who or what do you consider to be a part of your community?

R G 7

I — 66
. 40
. 22

I 21

N 20

N 16

B 14

B 10

N o

N o

FS
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Seeking opportunities is the main reason for
moving to Winnipeg.

Why did you first move to Winnipeg?

Employmer — 44

Family I, 10
Educatior I 35
Better amenitic NGNS 13
Advance care« I 11
Escape bad family situati NN 10
Better health ca N 9
Housing I 3
Friends Il S
Better place to raise chilc _ 7
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Many enjoy the big city | 1i1f

What do you enjoy most about life in Winnipeg?

Quality of life _ 40

Family and friends || EGKKNKGNGNGGNEEEEEEEEEEEEEE 31
Amenities | N 3O
city life || G 16
Employment opportunities ||| GG 13
Always something to do || G 11

Education and training _ 9
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ébut do not feel particul ar/l

What do you like least about living in Winnipeg?

Violence and vandalism
Traffic, parking difficulties
Gangs
Unsafe neighbourhood p
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Neighbourhood choice is influenced by a sense
of community.

Why do you live in the neighbourhood you do?

Chance to live with family, fri
Safe neighbourho 25
Live close to family, frie

Proximity to work, sch

Affordability of hous
Access to public trar 14

Close to city amenit 14

Close to social, cultural, spiritual se

I

(o)
N N
N N
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They feel they can make their city a
better place to live.

Impact on making city a better plade toe e

Aboriginal Winnipegers' 22

3

Non-Aboriginal Winnipegers' 22 -

Big impac ®m Moderate impa ® Small impac ® No impact at ¢

ENVIRONICS
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Most feel the city of Winnipeg is
homeé

Where is home for you? Is it your city of residence, your
home community, or somewhere else?

13
[ :

City Community of ori¢ Somewhere els

ENVIRONICS
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Very close

Fairly close

Not too clos

Not at all clos

I -

I 27
I 32

_9

* Among first and second generation Aboriginal residents

Urban Aboriginal Peoples Study
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The connection to home remains
strong, but there Is disconnect.

How close a connection do you feel to your home community?
How close a connection do you feel to the place where your
parents and grandparents are from?

National result
22%
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A majority have never moved back to their
community since moving to Winnipeg.

Since you first moved to Winnipeg, have you ever moved back to your
home community? *

Past yeal Ever Never

B

*Asked to first generation residents

ENVIRONICS
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Only a minority plan to return to their
home communities permanently.

Do you plan to go back to live in your home community/community of ori
permanently one day, or not?*

Plan to go Do not planToo soon tdNo responsi
back to go back say

*SubsamplEirst and second generation UAPS participants.

ENVIRONICS
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ldentity and culture

ENVIRONICS
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Thereisstrongl ndi genous pr

éand pri de I n Canada.
Would you say you are very, somewhat, not very or not at all proud
beé?

First Nations
wieti
Aboriginal (First Nations m \Very prouc
responses) Somewhat prot
sy
Canadian

ENVIRONICS
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And the majority has a connection to
their heritage, although some do not.

Knowledge of family tree

vol T P Vs
Very we 10, iy
Fairly well
Not very well | AR
Not at i weil ENEN
ENVIRONICS
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Residential schools have had a lasting effect.

Were you, or any member of your family, ever a student at a
federal residential school or a provincial day school?

First Nations Métis
Yes, self 2204 6%

Yes, family First Nations Métis
member

60% 29%
vo.neiver Y

ENVIRONICS
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And many feel its impact today

To what extent has this experience shaped your life and who you are
today?

N , National result
signfcantimp T "*/°"
Some impac
Only a little impa
No impact at ¢ m
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Those who say they are concerned about
losingt heir cul tures are |

n |l am concerned about | os i n

Urban Aboriginal First Nations Métis
people 38% 18%
Hm Agree
= Disagree
Urban non-Aboriginal
people
ENVIRONICS
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Aboriginal Winnipegers are much more likely
to think Aboriginal culture has grown stronger
than weaker.

In the last five years, do you think that Aboriginal culture in your
community has become stronger, become weaker, or has not

changed?
Become stronger ‘
Has not changed
Become weaker [JE}
dk/na F
Urban Aboriginal Peoples Study ENVIRONICS
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Many are aware of cultural activities within the
city, although some are not.

Are there any, a lot, some, a few, or no Aboriginal cultural activities
available in your community?

Torontomn

3|
Vancouve_
Thunder Baj_
Halifax_ 34 41 12
Edmontor_ 32 32 17
Winnipeg_ 31 30 12 24
Saskatoor_ 25 35 24 12
Montreal_ 23 26 33 14
Regina_ 22 39 18 10
Calgarym

H A |ot @ Some = Few ® None ENVIRONICS
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Perceptions of others

ENVIRONICS
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Many Aboriginal people feel they are perceived
negatively...

What do you believe are the most common stereotypes that non-Aboriginal
people hold about Aboriginal people, if any?

Addicted to drugs, alcohol

Lazy, unmotivated, unwilling to work
Poor, on government assistance
Unable to keep a job

Homeless, panhandlers

Criminals, gang members
Uneducated, lack intelligence
Dirty, lack hygeine

Abusive, dangerous

Don't pay taxes

Neglectful of their children

Urban Aboriginal Peoples Study a7 ].Ej[FNQ VS jﬁgﬂ%s.




...and experience discrimination.

% %
Agree Disagree
Al think others behave n :?n un.}air/nege
) ) .9
toward Aboriginal peopl eo
Al have been teased/inSJl%gd be&ause of
. ) . 4
Aboriginal backgroundo
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/7

é and a | arge majorit
pl ur al avenmére so than non-
Aboriginal Canadians.

NThere Is room for a variety o

Urban Aboriginal Winnipe: 15

80

& N2
] Urban neAboriginal Winnipeg<=
8 59

m Totally disagre m Disagree somewl ® Agree somewh m Totally agre:
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Organization and Political affiliations
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Half of urban Aboriginal peoples use and rely
at least occasionally on Aboriginal services
and organizationsé@é

How often do you use or rely upon Aboriginal services
or organizations in Winnipeg?

Never Rarely Occasionall Often
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